
The dragon’s eyes suddenly snapped wide open. They 
were large, golden orbs that reflected what he saw. At this 
moment they were clearly reflecting the two kneeling prin-
cesses.

“Who are you who have come before me?” asked the 
dragon in a voice as deep as the ocean and as old as time 
itself. Although he didn’t breathe fire when he spoke, his 
breath was molten hot. Xxxx felt like she was standing next 
to an open oven as the words came out.

“We are the ones who have come to wake you,” Xxxx 
said, thinking it would be best to say they had come to help 
the dragon first before asking him for help.

“Wake me from what?” the dragon demanded, lowering 
his head until his mouth was just a couple of  feet above 
them.

Xxxx felt sweat dripping down her face. It wasn’t just 
because it was hot, she was also very frightened. With one 
big snap and a gulp the dragon could grab them in his 
mouth and swallow them whole if  he wished.

“The Blackheart Queen cast a spell … ” Xxxx started 
to explain.

“Arrr!” yelled the dragon, raising his head and letting 
out a breath of  fire. “Do not speak that name to me!” The 
ground shook as the dragon bellowed.

“I’m sorry, I’m sorry,” Xxxx shouted, hoping to be 
heard over the noise of  the dragon. “But you were asleep 
because she cast her strongest spell on you. We’ve been 
able to wake you with this amulet.”

The dragon looked down at them, and Xxxx could see 
he was thinking about what she had said. Smoke came out 
of  his nostrils in little puffs.

“I should eat you right now for coming here and speak-
ing of  her, but I will hear what you have to say. I remember 

battling against her, but it seems like a long time ago now. 
How long have I been asleep?” Although the dragon had 
been very angry, he seemed to have calmed down.

“We don’t know,” Ffff  answered. “It’s been a long time, 
and no one remembers it. But everyone has heard the story 
passed down from parents to their children over the gen-
erations.”

“Why have you woken me? Were you not afraid?”
“Yes, we were very afraid, but we had to take the risk.” 

Xxxx said.
“What is so important that you had to wake me?”
“The queen has the other half  of  this amulet; it used to 

belong to my friend. Tomorrow is the first day of  summer 
and she plans to change the amulet to evil using sunlight 
through a black diamond. Once she’s changed the amulet, 
she will be too powerful for anyone to stop.”

“It seems like you have awoken me just in time. Take 
me to the queen and I will help you get your amulet back.”

“We can’t go yet,” Ffff  said. “The queen stays in her 
fortress almost all the time. As long as she’s in there, there’s 
nothing we can do. But tomorrow we know she’ll come out 
before noon to use the sunlight. That’s when we have to 
get her.”

“That’s cutting it very close, but you are right,” the drag-
on agreed. “We have to wait for her to come out of  her 
fortress and surprise her. You can wait here until tomorrow 
if  you like.”

The princesses looked at each other, not sure what to 
say.

The dragon laughed. “Don’t worry, I won’t eat you. I 
promise. Actually, I’m going to thank you. I may have slept 
forever if  you had not come. I am in your debt, and a drag-
on always pays his debts.”
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